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This survey seeks to gather information from affluent households that donate to social justice causes,
movements, and organizations.

Do you have assets of $1+ million or an annual income over $200,000?1.

Social Justice Donor Survey

For comparability with other survey, we are using the established definition of HNW as assets of
$1+ million or an annual income of $200,000+
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This survey seeks to gather information from affluent households that donate to social justice causes,
movements, and organizations.

Do you have assets of $1+ million or an annual income over $200,000?1.

Social Justice Donor Survey

For comparability with other survey, we are using the established definition of HNW as assets of
$1+ million or an annual income of $200,000+

For this survey, we ask that you think about the giving that you have direct decision-making authority
over, whether giving from your own bank account or investment accounts, a DAF or foundation that
you lead, or discretionary giving that you decide on from any other vehicle. 
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2a. On average, in instances where you have discretionary authority over giving, how many charitable
organizations do you donate to a year? 

General Giving

A. 1-4
B. 5-10
C. 11-20
D. More than 20
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2b. What motivates you to donate to social justice-related causes, organizations, or movements?
Answer options: Never, Rarely, Sometimes, Often, Always

General Giving

To address causes that affect me or those close to me (gun violence, discrimination, etc.)
To address causes that will have a positive impact in the world, even if I am not directly
affected
Spontaneously in response to need (COVID-19, natural disasters, violence, etc)
When asked by someone I trust or an organization that I know
Receipt of a tax benefit is a leading driver in my decision to give 
I receive personal fulfillment from my gift (intrinsic satisfaction - I feel good by giving)
I believe my gift will make a difference (extrinsic satisfaction - To give back to my community)
When I am asked by others (such as a friend, family member, co-worker, employer, or non-
profit organization)
Setting an example for future generations
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2c. Do you (or your advisor/staff) monitor or evaluate the impact of your giving?   
 Answer option: Select one

General Giving

A. Yes, we have a robust monitoring/evaluation process
B. Yes, we have some level of monitoring & evaluation
C. Yes, but only sproadically or in a limited way
D. No, but I have been meaning to/would like to
E. No, and I don't intend to
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3a. What did you donate to in the last calendar year (2022)?
Answer option: Choose as many as you like

Last Year’s Giving (2022)

A. Arts and culture
B. Community and economic development
C. Democracy/political activities
D. Disability rights
E. Disaster relief (including COVID-19)
F. Education (Pre K - 12)
G. Education (Higher & Post-Secondary)
H. Environment and climate justice
I. Food & agriculture
J. Gender equity/women & girls
K. Health and healthcare
L. Housing/homelessness/support of the unhoused

M. Human & civil rights
N. Human services & basic needs
O. Immigration and refugee rights
P. Indigenous communities, culture & rights
Q. International relations
R. LGBTQ+ rights
S. Public safety & criminal justice
T. Racial justice and healing
U. Religion
V. Science & research
W. Youth development & engagement
X. Other
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3b. In the last calendar year (2022), how much money did you donate?
Answer option: Select one

Last Year’s Giving (2022)

A. Under $25,000
B. $25,000-$49,999
C. $50,000-$99,999
D. $100,000-$199,999
E. $200,000-$499,999
F. $500,000-$749,999
G. $750,000-$999,999
H. $1 million-$1.9 million
I. $2 million-$4.9 million
J. $5 million or more
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3c. Of your total giving in 2022, what percentage did you donate to progressive or social justice
causes, organizations, or movements?    
Answer option: Write in

Last Year’s Giving (2022)

The National Center for Responsive Philanthropy defines social justice philanthropy as "the
granting of philanthropic contributions to nonprofit organizations based in the United
States and other countries that work for structural change in order to increase the
opportunity of those who are the least well off politically, economically and socially."
[source]

https://www.ncrp.org/chapter/appendix-ncrp-define-underserved-communities-social-justice-grantmaking#:~:text=NCRP%20helped%20to%20craft%20the,are%20the%20least%20well%20off
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3d. Did you give financially to a political candidate, campaign, or committee during the 2022 election
season?
Answer option: Select one

Last Year’s Giving (2022)

A. Yes
B. No
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3e. (Optional) What is the most important/compelling issue or cause that you have given to? Tell us
why you are passionate about this issue or cause. 
Answer option: Write in

Last Year’s Giving (2022)
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3f. Where did you focus your giving in 2022?
Answer option: Choose as many as you like

Last Year’s Giving (2022)

A. Locally/community level
B. At the state level
C. At the national level
D. Internationally
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4a. How do you select the organizations and movements that you donate to?
Answer options: Never, Rarely, Sometimes, Often, Always

You as a Donor

Research on organizations/movements that align with my values
Reputation and track record of the organizations/movements
Advice from people/experts in philanthropy
Personal relationships with staff/volunteers at the organizations/movements
Recommendations from friends/family
Evidence-based approach to maximize impact of donations
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4b. Do you have a strategy for your charitable giving? 
Answer option: Select one

You as a Donor

A. I do not have a strategy
B. I have a strategy under development
C. I have a strategy that guides my giving
D. I have a strategy but it needs to be updated
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4c. In the last calendar year (2022), how did you make your charitable donations?
Answer option: Choose as many as you like

You as a Donor

A. Cash/check/credit card/wire transfers
B. Publicly traded securities
C. Closely held securities (including shares in a family/private company, LLC, partnership or
trust interests)
D. Cryptocurrency
E. Real property, including: Art/Historical treasures or artifacts/collectibles,, Real estate
(not proceeds from a sale of real estate), Vehicles (cars, boats, etc)
F. In-kind: clothing, food, household items, etc
G. Other
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4d. Do you use or plan to create any of the following giving vehicles
Answer options: Currently use, Plan to Create, Don’t plan to create

You as a Donor

Direct giving from my bank or investment accounts
Private/family foundation
Donor Advised Fund (DAF)
Community/public foundation or other grantmaking intermediary (excluding your own
DAF)
Giving circle or funding collaborative
Qualified Charitable Distribution from my IRA
Planned giving (direct bequests via your will)
Planned giving (other tools such as charitable remainder trust, charitable unitrust, etc)
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4e. Looking ahead, how do you expect your philanthropic behavior to change in the future as a result
of having experienced the Coronavirus pandemic?
Answer option: Select one

You as a Donor

A. I do not expect this to affect my long-term philanthropic behavior(s)
B. More directed toward specific issues
C. Fewer restrictions on use of funds
D. Less burdensome application/review process
E. Other
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4f. Looking ahead, how do you expect your philanthropic behavior to change in the future as a result of
having experienced the movement for racial justice and equity that gained new attention and
momentum in 2020?
Answer option: Select one

You as a Donor

A. I do not expect this to affect my long-term philanthropic behavior(s)
B. More directed toward specific issues
C. Fewer restrictions on use of funds
D. Less burdensome application/review process
E. Other
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4g. Thinking about your overall household giving in 2022, how were charitable decisions typically
made?
Answer option: Select one

You as a Donor

A. We (my partner/spouse and I) made charitable decision jointly
B. I was the sole decision-maker
C. We (my partner/spouse and I) made some charitable decisions jointly and other
charitable decisions separately
D. We (my partner/spouse and I) made charitable decisions separately
E. My partner/spouse was the sole-decision-maker
F. We (my partner/spouse and I) made charitable decisions separately but conferred with
each other
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5a. On a scale of 1-10 – with 1 being no knowledge and 10 being expert-level knowledge – how
would you rate your knowledge of charitable giving practices and vehicles? 
Answer option: Select one

Challenges and knowledge in charitable giving
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5b. Which of the following are challenges you have or currently face when it comes to charitable
giving? 
Answer option: Have faced, Currently face, Predict I will face, Not applicable

Challenges and knowledge in charitable giving

Identifying causes you care about
Understanding how much you can afford to donate
Assessing giving against intended impact
Structuring gifts in a tax efficient manner
Managing my giving with someone (spouse, sibling, parent, children, etc.)
Finding an advisor that understands my values and goals
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5c. (Optional) What challenges, if any, have you faced in your charitable giving that were not listed in
the previous question? 
Answer option: Write in

Challenges and knowledge in charitable giving

Identifying causes you care about
Understanding how much you can afford to donate
Assessing giving against intended impact
Structuring gifts in a tax efficient manner
Managing my giving with someone (spouse, sibling, parent, children, etc.)
Finding an advisor that understands my values and goals
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5d. Which of the following aspects of philanthropy/charitable giving would you like to know more
about?
Answer option: Choose as many as yo ulike

Challenges and knowledge in charitable giving

A. Becoming more familiar with nonprofit organizations and their work
B. Developing a strategic giving plan
C. Engaging the next generation in philanthropic activities
D. Family dynamics of giving
E. Impact investing (mission related investments, socially responsible investing, etc)
F. Integrating your values and charitable goals into your overall wealth management plan
G. Knowledge of power, privilege, and systems of oppression
H. Participatory and trust-based giving practices
I. Understanding more about giving vehicles (donor advised funds, charitable trusts, private
foundations, etc.)
J. Root causes of social issues
K. Systems analysis
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6a. Gender
We recognize gender identities beyond the binary and acknowledge that gender identity may be fluid for some individuals. Our list of
options includes common gender identities found in the United States and may not be exhaustive.

Cisgender is a term used to describe a person whose gender identity corresponds to their sex assigned at birth.

Transgender is a term used to describe someone whose gender identity differs from their sex assigned at birth.

Answer option: Select one

Demographics

A. Cisgender Female
B. Cisgender Male
C. Nonbinary
D. Transgender Female
E. Transgender Male
F. Other
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6b. Sexual Orientation
Our list of options includes common sexual orientations found in the United States and may not be exhaustive. 

Answer option: Select one

Demographics

A. Bisexual
B. Homosexual (lesbian or gay)
C. Heterosexual (straight)
D. Queer
E. Prefer not to disclose
F. Other
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6c. Race and Ethnicity
Answer option: Select one

Demographics

A. American Indian, Indigenous, or Alaska Native (Eg: Navajo nation, Blackfeet tribe, Mayan,
Aztec, Native Village or Barrow Inupiat Traditional Government, Nome Eskimo Community, etc)
B. Asian or Asian American (Eg: Chinese, Filipino, Asian Indian, Vietnamese, Korean, Japanese,
etc)
C. Black, African, or African American (Eg: African American, Jamaican, Haitian, Nigerian,
Ethiopian, Somalian, etc)
D. Hispanic or Latino (Eg: Mexican or Mexican American, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Salvadoran,
Dominican, Colombian, etc)
E. Middle Eastern or North African (Eg: Lebanese, Iranian, Egyptian, Syrian, Moroccan, Algerian,
etc)
F. Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander (Eg: Native Hawaiian, Samoan, Chamorro, Tongan,
Fijian, etc)
G. White/Caucasian (Eg: German, Irish, English, Italian, Polish, French, etc)
H. Other
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6d. Year of birth
Answer option: Select one

Demographics

A. Born in 1997 or later
B. Born between 1982-1996
C. Born between 1965-1981
D. Born between 1946-1964
E. Born before 1946
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6c. Where is your primary residence
Answer option: Select one US State or Territory from a picklist. If your residence is outside of the US,
please write in

Demographics
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6g. Please select the dollar range that best represents your personal or household assets
Answer option: Select one

Demographics

A. Under $1 million
B. $1 million - $4 million
C. $5 million - $9 million
D. $10 million - $19 million
E. $20 million - $49 million
F. $50 million - $99 million
G. $100  million - $499  million
H. $500 million - $999 million
I. $1 billion-$10 billion
J. Over $10 billion


